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neither air nor water could penetrate through the
wall when it was finished* The stone used was
granite or gneiss that did not admit of sawing, and
the dressing was done by hand with a primitive
tool
The grey gneiss crops out of the ground all
over the plateau. The masons quarry it in a
rude fashion, but with fair accuracy, with the
help of fire and water. The stone cakes off into
even slabs capable of being split up into various
shapes and sfoes* In the towns on the plateau
stone often takes the place of wooden posts and
beams for verandahs and roofs; and the thinner
slabs are used for tiling.
The soil of Mysore is extremely fertile, and the
country is well watered* The good pasturage has
produced a fine breed of white cattle used for
draught purposes throughout the south of India
and also in the Deccan, In the sketch of the
waterwoman a bullock is bearing panniers contain-
ing pots of water* Its long horns and deep
dewlap show it to be one of the Mysore breed*
The woman, a Canarese, has stuffed the mouths
of her pots with green leaves to prevent the water
from slopping over as the animal walks*
The picture of the oil-cart gives a pair of